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Resilient Rhodyby the Numbers

Å61 actions with 1,3,5-year goals 
o 50 of 61 actions achieved year 1 goals

ÅAccelerate funding and financing
o Resilient Rhodyhas been a catalyst for 

$13mm in new climate resilience 
funding 

o $7mm for Municipal Resilience Program 
proposed in 2021 budget

ÅEstablishing a process for building a 
pipeline of climate resilience projects 

2 4/24/2020



Implementation Barriers

Staff capacity: 
ÅEnsure all major drinking water suppliers have contingency contracts 

ÅStrengthen storm resilience and recovery at all statewide ports 

ÅPrioritize protection of local fuel supply along evacuation routes

ÅDevelop a petroleum set-aside program 

ÅCreate standard impacts and response procedures for critical facilities 

Local challenges: 
ÅWork with local governments to establish sustainable revenue streams

ÅEstablish a notification system for dam safety

ÅDevelop Emergency Action Plans for all statewide high hazard and significant hazard dams 

Funding:
ÅProvide additional fuel-storage at major wastewater treatment facilities

ÅExpand flood modeling and mapping within inland areas

ÅConduct statewide reassessment of evacuation routes and signage
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Resilient RhodySuccess Stories 

Urban Forests for Climate and Health Initiative
ÅCollaboration with the Resilient RhodyLeadership Team, U.S Climate Alliance, and American 

Forests.

ÅEstablish a statewide urban tree planting goal, create an online decision support tool for optimizing 
tree planting and public health, and enable a support system that gives each municipality the 
opportunity to deploy local tree planting

Health Equity Zone Resiliency Project ςDepartment of Health 
ÅThree Health Equity Zones were funded to assess their strengths and vulnerabilities associated with 

the effects of climate change on human health, identify strategies to reduce climate hazards, and 
implement a local resiliency project. 

Small Business Resilience ςStatewide Planning
ÅProvides actionable recommendations for reducing risk to extreme weather events across eight 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΥ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘκCƻƻŘ ω wŜǘŀƛƭ ω [ƻŘƎƛƴƎ ϧ !ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ-5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ω 
aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ω {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ω /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ω wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ κ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ
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Resilient Rhody: Municipal Resilience Program
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ÅPartnership between Rhode Island 
Infrastructure Bank and The Nature 
Conservancy 

ÅThe MRP is open to all 39 municipalities 
in Rhode Island 

o 5 participated in 2019
o 9 selected for 2020

ÅProvides technical assistance to 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ

ÅAction grant funding is available to 
implement priority projects
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Resilient Rhody: Municipal Resilience Program
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2019 Cohort Workshops

Top Hazards

1

2

3

Major storm events

IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜǎΣ bƻǊΩŜŀǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
Winter (snow/ice) storms

Coastal Flooding

Storm surge

Extreme heat

Heatwaves 
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Resilient Rhody: Municipal Resilience Program
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Low

Vulnerable populations

Power grid

Housing 

Salt marsh and freshwater ponds

Beaches and dunes

Septic systems

Wastewater treatment facilities

Trees and forests

Culverts
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2019 Cohort Workshops

Top Municipal Concerns / Vulnerabilities
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Resilient Rhody: Municipal Resilience Program
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2019 Cohort Workshops

Top Priority Actions
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Resilient Rhody: Municipal Resilience Program
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ÅMRP is building a project pipeline and accelerating implementation 

Å2019 Cohort: Identified 48 Projects totaling ~$14mm 

Å2019 Cohort: $1mm in Action Grants allocated from Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank

2019 MRP Action Grants

Municipality Project Type Action Grant Award

Barrington Coastal restoration and green stormwater infrastructure 
projects

$201,000

Portsmouth Dam rehabilitation and green stormwater infrastructure 
for flood mitigation and water quality benefit

$339,000

Warren Green stormwater infrastructure at public access points$156,000

Westerly Flood protection at wastewater treatment facility pump 
station

$304,000

$1,000,000
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2020 Priorities 
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Do

Implement High Impact 
Resilience Projects

ωAll MRP funded projects

ωAccelerate state-funded 
projects (Climate Resilience 
Fund and Wastewater 
Treatment Facility Resilience)

Support

Build a centralized 
resource for funding and 
financing opportunities

ωResource to be updated 
regularly and includes 
timelines, project applicability, 
and key contacts

Inspire

Update on Resilient 
Rhody progress and 
project case studies

ωPublish an update to Resilient 
Rhody with progress made to 
identified actions and new 
climate science available.
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www.climatechange.ri.gov
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Director of Stormwater and Resilience, Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank
Chief Resilience Officer, State of Rhode Island
sorourke@riib.org   @shaun_orourke


